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Melva Huseby Campbell served as Girls’ Dorm Counselor at SBA from the fall of 1958 until the end of  1961.  Melva returned to South Dakota for the 1959 Class Reunion.  While visiting with Melva, I asked her just how she got to Sunshine.  Here is her story. 
After completing her studies at Bible school that year in Montana, Melva spent a month in South Dakota teaching VBS for the American Sunday School Union the summer of 1958.  The ASU missionary, Mr. Storer, was on the SBA Board.  As he was transporting Melva and another VBS teacher to their next assignment, he asked if they minded if he stopped at SBA.  While he visited with Mr. Seaman, SBA Superintendent, Melva and her friend walked around campus.  At that time, Mr. Seaman was desperately searching for a Girls’ Dorm Counselor for that next school year and shared his concern with Mr. Storer.  When Mr. Storer returned to his car, he told Melva of the need for a girls’ dorm counselor at the school and asked Melva if she would be interested.  She immediately informed him she planned to return to Bible School in the fall noting that she had no interest in coming to South Dakota. He asked that she visit with Mr. Seaman anyway and she did.  After a short interview, Mr. Seaman told Melva he was sure she was the person God had in mind for the job.  She told him of her plans to return to Bible School in the fall and that she needed to spend the next month working in a camp.  Mr. Seaman then suggested that they both pray for the next month and then they would talk again.  Melva admits to not praying about this decision a whole lot because she wasn’t at all interested.  When camp was over, Mr. Seaman contacted her by phone and when she heard his voice, she felt intense emotion and knew exactly what God wanted of her.  A week later she agreed to take the position at SBA.

Melva arrived at SBA two weeks after school began.  A pilot friend flew her to South Dakota in a small airplane.  After circling the Ruff’s landing strip east of Highway 45 a couple of times to get the sheep off, the pilot landed the aircraft.  Melva deplaned with several suitcases.  The friend immediately took off before the sheep again congregated on the landing strip and Melva stood there waiting for the car from SBA to come pick her up.  Her friend told her years later how hard it was to look back and see his young friend standing there alone on the prairie with her suitcases at her side and a herd of sheep close by.  
Melva’s years at SBA were the beginning of God’s plan for her life.  It was here that she met and fell in love with the “boy next door.”  Melva and Don Campbell were married December 1961.  Melva and Don served the Lord for many years while they managed ranches in Nevada and Montana.  Don went to be with our Lord in September 1999.  Melva continues to minister to others in her church, leads a ladies Bible study, goes on mission trips to Mexico, and is involved in prison ministry.  She also enjoys spending time with her daughter, son-in-law and three grandchildren.  Melva plans to return to SBA for the multiclass reunion in May 2011 and hopes to see many of her “kids” then.






